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PIECES OF THE PAST… continued 

 

THE COMMUNITY EXPANDS  

 Two years had elapsed since the arrival of the Daughters of Mercy in the United States (1919) … and 

so, in special observance of our Centennial Year, we continue recounting our history.   

(From Golden Legacy by Sister M. Matilda Malloy, DM, one of our founding sisters) 

 

THE ROARING 20’S 

 

Most Precious Blood Parish, Hazleton, PA 

First Vocation… 

September 8, 1922 was a very happy day for the DM’s.  On that day the 

first American candidate entered the Novitiate.  At the time this young girl 

presented herself for acceptance, the Community had no Novitiate in this 

country…. By special permission from the Holy See, the Right Reverend 

Bishop Hoban, Bishop of Scranton, Pennsylvania canonically blessed a part 

of Most Precious Blood Convent, Hazleton, PA where the observance of the 

cloister could be assured.  Thus was the opening of the first Novitiate in the 

United States. 

 

A memorable event …  

…The first reception of the Holy Habit took place March 19, 1923 and the young lady, Miss Ida 

Scarano, received the name Sister Mary Joseph in honor of St. Joseph, special Patron of the Institute 

and of our Foundress…The event was a memorable one in the city of Hazleton…the ceremony took 

place in the beautifully decorated Most Precious Blood Church which, on that day, was filled to 

capacity.  In order that the Catholic girls who worked in the Duplan Silk Mills might attend the new 

and impressive ceremony, the mills were actually closed for the occasion.  

 



Others follow the call… 

Many young girls from a number of different towns were to follow the example of this first American 

vocation.  How happy the Sisters were to receive these young girls in their midst for thus their great 

apostolate was assured of vocations.   

 

Expansion begins… 

St. Ann’s School Parish, Steelton, PA 

In the spring of 1923, the Bishop of Harrisburg Diocese came to visit the sisters 

in Hazleton and asked for three sisters to open a school in St. Ann’s Parish, 

Steelton, PA.  A few years prior, Father Benjamin Sama, pastor of St. Ann’s, had 

made provisions in his will with funds to help erect a Catholic School…the 

bishop, desirous to settle this obligation and having heard of the Sisters in 

Hazleton, came personally to speak about the project and entrust to them the 

care of the children of St. Ann’s Parish, Steelton.  Mother Josephine gladly 

accepted the challenge.  

 

Mercy is the name we bear - Sisters of Mercy help Daughters of Mercy  

Thus on August 6, 1923 four Sisters arrived at St. Ann’s in Steelton.  They were filled with enthusiastic 

zeal and missionary spirit.  Since the parish convent was not yet ready, they spent the first few nights 

with the Sisters of Mercy in Harrisburg, thus beginning a longstanding friendship with them.  During 

the day the sisters began their mission work at St. Ann’s…visiting every home of the parish during the 

morning and afternoon hours, reserving the evenings for classes.  At night they returned to 

Harrisburg and stayed with the Sisters of Mercy. Soon a Pre-School was opened with an enrollment of 

25 children.  Sewing and embroidery classes were held after both after school and again in the 

evening.  Twice a week, Italian classes were also held for the youth of the Parish.  

 

SCHOOL BELLS RING OUT! 

On September 8, 1925 a Parochial School was opened at St. Ann’s Parish and was considered one of 

the grandest works of the Congregation.  It was the first Italian parish in the diocese to erect a 

Catholic School.  In fact, it was the first in many of the surrounding dioceses.  It was inaugurated with 

the first and second grades and had an enrollment of 38 lively youngsters.   

 

St. Joan of Arc, Hershey, PA 

In the spring of 1925…Father Phelan, 

pastor at St. Joan of Arc Parish, 

Hershey requested that two sisters 

would come from Steelton to his for a 

few days a week to attend to the 

religious instruction of the children and 

to visit the families...It was indeed 

discouraging work as most of the people 



were Italian Socialists who scoffed and ridiculed religion and whose children were not even baptized. 

August 15, 1925, three sisters were assigned to the new mission at St. Joan of Arc Parish…A 

Kindergarten was opened for children of pre-school age.  Catechetical classes were conducted not only 

on Sundays but also on weekdays.  Needlework and embroidery classes were opened for children after 

school:  also similar classes were held in the evenings for older girls.  A parochial school was 

opened in September of 1927 in a poor and humble one room schoolhouse!   

 

Sacred Heart Parish, Milford, Massachusetts 

Also in 1925, a parochial school opened at Sacred Heart Parish, Milford, Massachusetts where our 

Sisters had been doing mission work since their arrival in 1919. 

 

Most Precious Blood School, Hazleton, PA – Our Fourth School  

In September of 1928, the 

parochial school of Hazleton 

opened with an enrollment of 36 

students…It was held in a small 

wooden building…This was the 

first for an Italian parish in the 

Diocese of Scranton. 

 

 

 

This was the starts of the roaring 20’s…. to be continued… 

 

BACK TO THE PRESENT….. 
 

UPCOMING PROVINCE EVENTS: 

 
♥      Annual Jubilee Celebration, Saturday, June 29, 2019 - St. Joseph Church, York, PA.                                                        

Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am. Other Details will be forthcoming. 

Our Sister Jubilarians for this year are: 

70 years – Sister M. Ursula  

60 years – Sister Matthew Marie and Sister Mary Theresa 

50 years –Sister M. Joanna and Sister Mary Paul 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sister Ursula, for 70 years you have walked in faithfulness to the Lord 

carrying out the ministries of teaching and serving at Misericordia 

where you cared for the residents with love and compassion.  Your 

good sense of humor delighted, and still delight, the many whose lives 

you have touched and continue to touch.  Your presence as a resident 

at Misericordia is an inspiration to those around you. To you we say 

thank you for being a model of perseverance, faithfulness, and 

apostolic zeal. 

 

Sister Matthew Marie, for 60 years you have labored unselfishly in 

the Lord’s vineyard.  As a teacher at OLMA you were known for your 

intellectual acuity especially in Math at every level, and in languages 

– Latin and German!  In the offices you held in the province, you were 

depended on as an excellent and thorough research aide.  Your quiet 

but friendly and charitable outreach to all earned you great respect.  

Now as a resident at Misericordia you continue to serve the Lord 

through your serene life of prayer and care for others.   

 

Sister Mary Theresa, as you celebrate 60 years of profession, you can 

look back through the years with pride for being such a faithful, loving 

and giving religious woman.  Nothing was too much for you to do as you 

did everything with love and great charity.  Your joyful presence is 

admired and appreciated by all.  Now you are continuing to bring the 

gift of serenity and interior joy in the face of suffering to those who are 

your family at Misericordia Nursing Center.  Thank you and God bless 

you.   

 

Sister Joanna, you served the Lord faithfully for 50 years.  Many of those 

years were spent as a teacher of very young children whom you helped 

to shape and form with patience and love.  You are well known for your 

creativity in making crafts, as well as for your cooking and baking talents 

– all to benefit the community and others. With God’s help, may you keep 

up your good work for many more years.                        

 



Sister Mary Paul, as you celebrate 50 years of religious profession, we 

thank you for your faithfulness throughout the years and the many 

ways in which you served the Lord – teaching Coordinator of RFO, 

retreat work, etc.  You continue to minister to others through your 

leadership and involvement with the Catholic Daughters.  You truly 

exemplify the finest traits of mercy in countless ways.  Thank you for 

all and keep on keeping by doing the best you can in every 

circumstance!     

 

To our Jubilarians we say thanks for a combined 290 faithful years in the following of Christ.   

May God grant you many more years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROVINCE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

 

Saturday, September 28, 2019 at Villa Rossello, Newfield – Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 by Most 

Reverend Dennis J. Sullivan, Bishop of Camden Diocese.   

It is with great pleasure that we announce some very special guests who will join us for this, our 

grand Centennial Celebration:   

• Our Mother General, Mother Angela Maria Giuseppa Vieria Santos 

• Our Italian Provincial, Mother M. Antonietta Lucisano from Rome  

• Our dear Mother M. Beatriz Lassalle from Argentina   

In addition to our 100th Anniversary we are also celebrating our 70th Anniversary in the Diocese of 

Camden, New Jersey.  Ad Multos Annos!  



ROSSELLIAN FAMILY OUTREACH NEWS AND VIEWS 
 

A word from Eileen Ericsson, RFO 

 
Our annual Feast of Hearts was celebrated on March 30 in Newfield, and what 

a feast it was! The Sisters, RFO members, and friends of the community all 
enjoyed what we do best - sharing our faith, sharing our friendship, and sharing 

good food! 
 

In the Mass we heard a beautiful homily about the intimacy of Jesus with 
“Daddy”, His Heavenly Father and the profound influence of His earthly father, St. Joseph. We sang 
what we believe - that the Lord IS kind and merciful, and that the bread that we share IS the body of 
Christ. The community spirit in the chapel before and during the Liturgy was a family-love feast. It is 

palpable that everyone loves being there, which is evident in the long journey that many took to get to 
Newfield from York and Hershey.  

 
Our gathering after Mass was a special time of conversation, delicious food, and photos! It was a 

treat seeing so many RFO members in attendance. Of course, we all love the Sisters dearly and owe 
so much to them for 100 years (literally, as this year is the centennial of their presence in the USA!) of 
service and untiring good example to us. And it may be bold to say, but I know they love us and rely 
on us for the gifts we bring to the community and to our respective ministries in the name of mercy. 

 
We thank the RFO members in Hazleton for representing all of us for their show of support to Sister 

Mary Grace and her family at Robert’s funeral on the day of the Feast of Hearts.  
 

Sister Ambrogina addressed us with dates for upcoming celebrations: June 29th Jubilee Celebration 
in York and September 28th Centennial Celebration in Newfield. And, as our leader in all good things, 

she told us that raffle tickets are ready for us to sell for the drawings that begin in June!  
 

This photo is of the Newfield and York RFO members who attended the Feast of Hearts! 



 

IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT… 
 

by Gina Marie Obin, RFO 

 Our main form of family entertainment is watching movies together.  One night, 9/26/2016, our son 

Anthony said “I am not learning or developing any skills by watching movies even though it is enjoyanble.”  So 

he sat down at his desk and asked himself what he wanted to do.  Right then and there he decided to try 

drawing!  When he got up the next morning, clutching his drawing, he said, “Mom, I drew  this last night and 

was a little worried about it.”  Not knowing what to expect, I asked to see what he drew.  The first picture 

included below is what he created.  He knew by this startling discovery that this gift was surely from the Holy 

Spirit. 

He continued to draw for weeks, when we decided to see what the York Art Association had to say about his 

skill level and what they had to offer.  When the people at the YAA saw what he had done, without formal 

instruction, they suggested he take cvlasses.  Upon taking classes he is continually amazes, at how God answered 

his prayer to figure out what he should do with his life.  Art is one of the things he will continue to pursue.  

Anthony entered a “members only” art show and won “The People’s Choice Award” out of 100 pieces of art 

work submitted by participants.  He was overwhelmed and humbled by their votes.  His response was, “Everyone 

ewlse has been doing this so much longer than me, I don’t deserve this.”   

The York Art Association asked if Anthony would be willing to be interviewed by the YRK magazine, in the hopes 

of inspiring young people to pursue art.  His picture and article are in the No. 23 issue.     

The photos below in order are:   

• The very first graphite portrait that he created   

 

After instruction:   

• Ink portrait of Sir Anthony Hopkins (famous actor – age 81) 

• Graphite portrait of Bix Beiderbecke (1903-1937 – although 

he lived a short life, this man was a well known cornetist, pianist 

and jazz composer). 

• Colored pencil picture which won the Members’ Choice 

Award. 

 

Congratulations to Anthony for his great art work.  

Anthony, now age 21, is also an accomplished swing 

dancer, plays the bass guitar, and is involved in hard 

work as an alpaca farmer. 

 
 

Anthony is the son of Gina and Jeff Obin, RFO members. 



 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNUAL RETREAT - YORK CENTER RFO 

On Saturday, May 4, the RFO Members of the York Center will have their annual Retreat at 

Misericordia Nursing Center Chapel.  This year Shirley Gibbons and Adele Naglieri, both RFO 

members, are coordinating the retreat.  Here is the time schedule.  Details will be forthcoming: 

8:00 – Holy Mass  

9:00 to 9:30 – Coffee and Danish 

9:30 to 11:30 – Retreat Program  

11:00 to 11:30 – Time for quiet reflection 

12 Noon – Lunch 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Those who are ill, especially:  

Bob Marsh – Sr. Reginald’s brother-in-law 

Janet Gensamer - mother of Bill Gibbons, RFO 

Charmaine – niece of Rosalind Young, RFO 

Gabriella Ericsson – Kirk and Eileen Ericsson, RFO - daughter-in-law 

Delores Flaim – good friend of the community 

 

Life has changed, not ended for:  

Robert DeJoseph – Sr. Mary Grace’s Brother 

Yolanda Asselta - 3/20/2019   – Sr. Bernardine’s cousin 

Marilyn Goldstine – 3/17/19 – Sr. Francine’s cousin 

Grace Quick, RFO – Newfield Center 

Marie (Lanie) Letcher, RFO – Hazleton Center  

Jane DeNoia, RFO - Hazleton Center 

 

Grace, Lanie and Jane were faithful members of our Rossellian Family.  They lived their lives unselfishly putting 

God, family and others first.  All three were known for their generous outreach to anyone in need.  All three 

truly exemplified and lived the Charism of Mercy of St. Mary Joseph Rossello.  May they rest in the Lord’s 

loving embrace for all eternity as they continue to intercede for us before the throne of God.   



 

By Sister Mary Grace 

I’m sure that all throughout these 40 days we have all read many meaningful reflections to guide us through the 

Lenten Season.   

I would just like to add this simple reflection.  Here we go – back down through the years and to Holy Child 

Nursery once again…It was, of course, the season of Lent.  The children - ages 3 through 5 - were learning about 

the Stations of the Cross.  They were taken to the Chapel to see the beautiful Stations mounted on the wall.  

And they were invited to “walk” the Way of the Cross while receiving a simple explanation of the story about to 

unfold for them.   

The next day I asked one of the 4-year-olds to tell me something about Jesus on the Way of the Cross.  “Well,” 

little Willie started out, “Jesus picked up his big cross and he started to walk up the hill, but the cross was too 

heavy and so someone had to help Him carry it.”  “Then,” the child went on, “Jesus fell a couple times and 

someone had to help him get up!  And then he met His grandmother and he stopped to talk with her because 

she was very sad, and he wanted to make her happy.”  At this point, I remembered that Willie’s grandmother 

played a primary role in his life.  And so, from this child’s perspective, the grandmother figure was one that was 

very important thus making it quite logical that he would think that Jesus, too, had a grandmother who cared 

deeply about him! 

Although life is always a mixture of joys and sorrows, as we get closer to the Passion of Christ during this holy 

season, let us reflect on how we experience the cross in our lives.  Each one of us has a cross (or crosses) to 

carry as we journey through life.  Some crosses are bearable and light; others are heavier and more difficult to 

bear.  Yet each of us has the support of others as we walk the journey marked out for us.  The road is not easy, 

and the falls are sometimes too frequent, but somehow, because of the loving support that comes our way, we 

do always seem to summon the courage to get up and go on!  And we too offer our support to others as they 

carry their crosses; hopefully giving them some encouragement to continue going forward as opposed to giving 

up.  In this reciprocal exchange of support for one another, the journey doesn’t seem quite as long, lonely or 

dreadful as it would most certainly be without that support.  Most of all we have Jesus, who walks along with 

us, never abandons us or allows us to struggle on our own.  Rather, he stays by our side offering us love, 

encouragement, and hope.     

On another note, isn’t it a happy coincidence that here on the East Coast, the Season of Lent coincides with the 

coming of spring, warmer weather, and new life.  The hard, cold earth is now bursting with signs of growth after 

a few months of silent dormancy.  Without a doubt those periodic snowfalls we had were good for the earth 

making it more fertile and readier for the new growth we are now welcoming.  As the ground is tempered by 

the changing of the seasons, and as we now enjoy extra hours of sunlight, we too are being prepared during this 

Lenten season to receive the new life of Christ’s Resurrection with its promise of enduring hope and eternal 

salvation!  Happy New Life, Happy Easter to all!     

 

The Stations of the Cross from Holy Child Nursery mentioned above now grace the walls of a lovely serene chapel 

in one of the Retreat Houses of our Sisters in Santiago, Chile. 


