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HANDS ACROSS THE OCEAN Spring 2022 

“Would that I had arms long enough to embrace the whole world and do good to all!” 

St. Mary Joseph Rossello 

Mercy Message 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR AFRICAN DELEGATION 
Central - West Region 

From March 28 to May 10, Sister M. Hélène Sekatera and 
Sister M. Sophia Vaippukattil, General Councilors, have been 
and will be visiting our Sisters of the 8 communities of the 
Central-West African Region. 

 

 
Below is a geographical view of the presence of the Daughters of Mercy in Africa 

 

COUNTRIES 
CAMEROUN 

4 Communities 
 

CHAD 
 
 

CENTRAL REPUBLIC 
OF AFRICA 

 
1 Community 

 
 
 

3 Communities 
“Celebrate the Lord, because He is good, for His mercy is 
eternal.” Ps. 135:1 
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OUR MISSION IN GONAIVES, HAITI 

Our mission in Haiti continues to go well. The Sisters are 
completely dedicated to their mission. Despite the 
challenges they face in everyday living, they take each 
day as it comes and make the best of it. Sister Mary 
Joana used to tell us that this attitude is typical of the 
Haitian people. They live for the day, do what they can 
for themselves and others, stay positive, and hope for 
the best! Not a bad way to live, right? 
Their new convent is being built but it seems that this 
project will take quite some time to complete. It promises 
to be a peaceful place for them as it is located in an area 

Sr. Vincenzina and Sr. Joana checking on 
the progress of the construction of their 
convent. 

 

The school, with its 
large enrollment of 
over 1700 students 
from pre-school 
through pre-college, is 
in session and is going 
well. The children love 
coming to school and 
they love to learn! 
That’s a good thing, 
too! Education is the 
key which will help 
bring them out of 
poverty and give them 
the tools to improve 
their country and 
create a much better 
society for themselves. 

which is more rural and removed from the constant noise 
and traffic of the region in which they currently live. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A sea of children eager to learn! 

HANDS ACROSS THE OCEAN Continued 
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Our postulant Guerline Louis with her students. 

Let us keep our mission and its works 
in our daily prayers. May the Lord 
watch over our Sisters and all whom 
they serve 

 
 

 
 

SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAZE 
 

St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey, PA 

Rev. Al Sceski, Pastor of St. Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey, 
PA announced this news in a recent parish Sunday bulletin 
about Sister Eileen Marie, Principal: 

Congratulations are in order for our Saint Joan of Arc 
School principal, Sister Eileen Marie McGowan! Sister 
Eileen has recently been chosen to receive the highly 
acclaimed Lead, Learn, Proclaim Award from the 
national Catholic Education Association (NCEA). This 
award is quite prestigious in that only 13 persons involved 
with Catholic education receive the award each year. 

Sister Eileen has been a powerful influence in the life of 
our school. Principal for 35 years, Sister Eileen has been at the helm during 1/3 of our 
school’s history and has been actively engaged in every aspect of the school from 
administration, teaching the 8th Grade Religion classes, forming a generation of 
teachers, to being the spiritual “heart” of our fast-growing school. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

HANDS ACROSS THE OCEAN Continued 
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As many of you know, Saint Joan of Arc is the largest school in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg and we will be even bigger next year. As of this week, we have 510 
students enrolled for the 2022-2023 school year! So much of our success is because 
of Sister Eileen’s commitment to Catholic education. Sister will receive this award at 
the NCEA National Convention in New Orleans the week after Easter. She will travel 
with her sister, Maria. Be sure to congratulate Sister Eileen when you have the 
opportunity to do so. 
Sister Eileen’s email address is sjaemm@yahoo.com. Her mailing address is 301 
West Granada Avenue, Hershey, PA 17033. 

 
OUR LADY OF MERCY ACADEMY 

 
On the evening of March 24, 2022, the 
students of Our Lady of Mercy Academy 
slept in their handmade Cardboard Box 
City. One hundred and twenty-two 
students embarked on a service retreat to 
raise money and awareness for 
homelessness, which raised $4,135 for 
the Atlantic City Rescue Mission. The 
Rescue Mission provides food and 
shelter to thousands of homeless people 
each year and is the largest provider of 

comprehensive services to about 25% of the entire state of New Jersey’s homeless 
population. 
The retreat began at 6 PM with a prayer service led by the Campus Ministry team to 
send students forth as they began their immersive experience. Students then traveled 
outside where they worked together to build cardboard structures that they would 
sleep in. They used limited resources, such as; tape, scissors, and cardboard. 
Students gathered the support of family and friends prior to the event to pledge 
sponsorship for each hour they slept out. Students were greeted by an employee of 
the Rescue Mission who spoke to them about homelessness and ways to get involved 
with their ministry. They then worked together to make over 200 peanut butter and 

SCHOOL NEWS Continued 

mailto:sjaemm@yahoo.com


5  

jelly sandwiches for the Vineland Soup Kitchen. They finished off the evening with a 
praise and worship service led by the sophomore leadership team. 

The following morning students were tasked with cleaning up their Cardboard Box City 
after the rain and storms had battered a good portion of their structures. Students 

 

were faced with the stark reality of how weather conditions can really threaten and 
deteriorate the only safe haven that homeless people have. They worked for three 
hours to pull apart cardboard, clean up supplies and load dumpsters with trash. This 
creative project of Mercy was truly a realistic learning experience for the students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE HOMELESS AND POOR 
Dear Jesus, our Savior, thank You for all my blessings, and 
may I work for You daily, storing up my treasures in heaven. I 
pray the homeless and poor will see the beauty in themselves 
and know that they are loved and cherished by You, our All- 
Faithful King. Be with organizations all over the world as they 
fight against poverty and homelessness. May I do much more 
than my part as one person on Your wonderful Earth. May I do 
the work of a million men when showing my love and genuine 
care for those living in poverty or without a home. Help them to 
see You in all that I do. In Your compassionate name I, pray. 
Amen. 
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A view of Rosalind’s lovely BVM garden from her 
sun porch. 

A Visit to Rosalind Young, RFO 
Our RFO member, Rosalind, formerly from 
York, has been living in Kissimmee, Florida 
for the past several years. From April 4 to 8, 
Adele and Phil Shar, RFO – along with 
Sister Mary Grace – visited Rosalind at her 
beautiful new Florida home. 
A highlight of their trip was a visit to the city 
of St. Augustine, the oldest city in the USA. 
While in this historic city, they visited the 
Basilica of St. Augustine, which was the first 
Catholic Church and first parish in our 
nation. The first Mass was celebrated in this 

very special place on September 8, 1565 and has been celebrated there every day 
since that time whenever possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our group enjoying dinner at the 
oldest restaurant in St. Augustine 

Quite an elegant place featuring 
excellent food. 

(Adele, Rosalind, Sr. Mary 
Grace, Phil) 

Basilica of St. Augustine - The 
oldest Catholic Church in the USA - 
Founded in 1565 

RFO NEWS AND VIEWS 
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Those who are in need of our prayers, especially: 
 

All of our relatives and friends who need our prayers 

Sisters Joanna, Mary Paul, Mary Theresa 
Mary Wiley - RFO, Ruth Ann Shenberger, RFO of the York Center 

Rina Aresi Aldeni – Sr. Ambrogina’s sister-in-law 
Joe Dacy – Sr. Francine’s brother 

Charles (Chuck) Hatch – Sr. Joseph Marie’s brother 
Bob and Barbara Marsh – Sr. Reginald’s brother-in-law and sister 

Louise Leger, Judith Siciliano, Regina Yanick, - former DM’s 

 
Life has changed, not ended for: 

Frank Yedlock from West Hazleton, PA, age 87, Dec. 9, 2021 – Sr. Mary 
Grace’s cousin 

Rita Veale from Springfield, MA, age 85, Feb. 18 – Former Daughter of Mercy 
Jeffrey Seguin from Kennebunk, Maine, age 47, March 12 - cousin of Kirk and 

Eileen Ericsson, RFO 
Judith Buscham, Newfield, NJ, age 81, Feb. 17, 2022 – taught at St. Rose 

School for many years 

May they rest in the Lord’s loving embrace for all eternity! 
 
 

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine 
O Prince of Peace, 
Once more we hear the guns of war, 
Once more we see the faces 
Of frightened children. 

We pray for the people of Ukraine, 
That they may be granted peace; 
We pray for the people of Russia, 
That they may demand peace; 
We pray for our country, 
That we may be a positive part 
Of peacemaking in this world. 

O Prince of Peace, 
Lead us from this dark time 
To a deeper understanding 
Of the global human family, 
So all may break bread together 
In the secure embrace of peace. Amen 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SIGHTS, SOUNDS, SEASONS 
It’s that time of year again when there are wonderful sights and 
sounds to behold, to hear, feel, experience and enjoy. All one 
need do is look out a window or step out the door. Take our 
backyard, for example. There is new activity every day. The 
birds are back in great numbers, so much so, that the bushes 
are weighed down with them, and they keep us entertained with 
their variety of “songs.“ 
We have a pair of cardinals which we absolutely love seeing. They are frequently at 
our bird feeder or on our fence. (Sister Claudia has a fence around the 31 garlic 
cloves which she planted in the garden in October and which will be ready for harvest 
in June. To her, they are almost more precious than “fire-tried gold”!) 

Getting back to the birds – they seem to know when it’s 
time for Evening Vespers! From time to time, they gather 
on the bush outside the chapel window while we’re 
praying. Just by being who they are, and showing up, 
they give praise to the Lord as do all God’s creatures. 

The squirrels are back, too. And, they are always very 
busy. They bring scraps of foods or whatever to our 
picnic table and they eat there.  Nothing like dining in 
style, right! They don’t stay still very long as they always 
seem to have places to go and things to do.  Not only 
that, but we have a visiting cat that comes to our back 
door very often. We named “him” Tiger because he looks 

This photo was taken by Pat Juliana RFO, 
at Longwood Gardens. 

like a tiger, as you can see by his picture which I included here. 
Tiger is friendly to a point…especially when it comes to food! 
Sometimes he goes directly to the picnic table as if to say, 
“Okay, I’m here! Bring on the food.” Mostly, he just drops by for 
a short visit…sometimes a few times a day. We don’t know who 
owns him or where he lives, but he sure knows where we live. 
Sometimes we find him sitting on our front porch. I guess it 
depends on what mood he’s in on any given day that 
determines where and when he shows up. He even tries to 
jump up to look in our kitchen window when he wants us to 
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know he’s around! Other times, he can be stuck-up and will totally ignore us. Even at 
that, we actually look forward to his frequent visits. 

Talking about the beauty around us at this time, beautiful flowers 
are springing up everywhere, and the trees are blossoming in 
lovely colors. The grass is a pretty green! How fresh, how 
beautiful everything is! How welcome are the sights and sounds 
of new life all around us! 

That leads to a brief reflection on the Easter Season which we 
are now celebrating. Like Spring, it is a time of New Life, a time 
of Hope and the fulfillment of the Lord’s Promises – promises 
that are filled with all that is good and holy. It is the prospect of 
the Risen Savior bringing Light, Love and Hope into our lives in 

a way that no worldly gains can! Easter gives us the happy anticipation of the 
genuine joy we will be receiving as we open our hearts to welcome and receive the 
Promises of the Risen Savior – promises freely extended to us, because we first 
willingly embraced the Cross of Christ. For there cannot be a Resurrection without a 
death! There cannot be an Easter without a Christmas! Christ took on our humanity 
and came into the world to die for our sins, so that we can rise with him to New Life. 
What joys are there for us in this Promise of Salvation? They will be lovingly revealed 
as we open our hearts each day to welcome the Risen Savior and make Him the 
center and focus of our daily lives. The Lord is truly Risen, Alleluia! 

Happy And Blessed Easter Season to all! 
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